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Monsarjto Meets New EPA Standards; i 

FMC Notes Hiah Cost of Compliance 
Tighter standards on radioactive 

releases from hospitals, nuclear power 
plants, and even elemental phosphorus 
manufacturers' has ^brought criticism 
from Idaho Sen. Jim McClure about the 
'.'one-sided approach of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
toward regulating manufacturing Indus' 
tries that couid cause serious damage to 
southeastern Idaho's economy." 
l EPA's. reduced national emission 

standard - for radionuclides from ele
mental phosphorus ^plants was issued 
Oct. 31 and (mils for a new standard of 2 
curies per year,'down from the former 
standard of 21 curies. 

FMC'a plant in Pocatello will not 
meet the new standard, even after 
spending several million dollars on 
smoke stack scrubbers. FMC emits 
About 10 curies «er year, EPA has 

||Mon8anto Company's Soda Springs 
, .plant has an actual stack emission rate of 

-Jess than 'l curie, as measured in 1988, 
-food plant officials Said Monday, and 

i AasOy meeis the new atandard. 
: I^Monsahto^attributM Its low radlo-
, nuclide emission rate to the installation,. 
| at significant capital cost, of state-of-the-

• Art scrubber technology in September, 
1 9 8 7 .  : °  •  

/ 'As part/"of rthe Southeast Idaho 
Radiatfon /Exposure . Study, EPA 
documented i'this reduction with its 
ambient i monitoring ^petwork. Their 
resulta show Airborne radionuclide con
centrations near the plant to be right at 
background levels. 
i jWayne Blise; headof EPA's Office o| 

.Radiation Programs in Las Vegas, stated 

a press'briefing in June that them 

results did not . Justify jheir recom

mendation for further regulation of the 

Industry. •—-'i 

7-C.M.JMcCuUough, plant manager of 
• Monsanto'# Soda pprings facility, stated 
, >that jti^^proyettienta Jn.parifeulste 

emusiourwhich led to thhTifiducthifi Bi 
radionuclides "are consistent with (fur 
long-term commitment to exceed regula
tory requirements whenever possible." 

McCullough, refering to EPA's 
announcement, said, "We researched the 
control of radionuclide emissions from 

our plant, spent S10 million to reduce 
those releases, and lived up to our policy 
of continuous improvement in the 
quality of the environment." 

An Idaho Stale Journal story reported 
Marc Bowman, the plant's environ
mental supervisor at FMC, as paying his 
company would either have to upgrade 
existing equipment or design new tech: 
nology to bring its calciners into compli
ance with the new emission Btandard, 

The article further noted EPA esti
mated it will cost |MC over $13 million 
to install a ventun scrubber that would. 

.. .control the radioactive emissions and 
cost 11,7 million every year to operate. 

For the past week, Sen. McClure has 
been in direct contact with both EPA 

i and the FMC Corporation, the White 
/ House, and the Office of Management 
J and '.j&udget >*egarding^ a Jfpew jEPA^ 
- radionuclide 'nhhsfoii standard which' 

could cripple segments of Idaho's phos
phate industry. 

"Once again EPA la generalizing. Anfl 

McClure referred to proposed EPA 
standards that would reduce the lifetime 

• risk by the "most exposed" individual; 
to one in 10,000. 

"Under those standards, a 70-yea^-oU! 
man would have a 1-in-l 0,000 risk oi 
increased cancer if he was born, nevet 
left, and died in the most exposed 
position hi FMC's Pocatello 
McClure said'. • 

"I'm trying to say there has to be soim 
reasonableness in all of this," McClude 
Added. "Nothing is 100 percent $ile. 

--Driving, "sleeping, even vtworking Oil 
EPA-all of those, actions have risks. But 
there are severe, ' even catastrophic 
economic consequences which translate 
into very personal human terms when 
men and women are thrown oiit of wtfrk 

^because pfjbverzealdufl regulations." j 
'EPA ra^By'^i^pletedva^ltw^ai 

**atudy examining exposure to jftag ape 
stack emissions from Monsanto :Smc 
FMC, Phosphate ore contains uranium 
which is radioactive, and that has Ijeer 

^'they've gone way too far briny view," jtfhe concern ol the EPA in their study t| 
^McQureaaid. "I think thm^sj dangered etermine what. levels of radon,: ( 

to the stability of Industriesliktf FMC if 
we're not able to get them to adopt a 

4 reasonable position. And I'm absolutely 
I dedicated to seeing that they don't go too 
'? far," he said. 

"I fear what we are seeing on the part 
of EPA is new unrealistic emissions 
regulations, with little 'If any regard for 
the economic consequences and a devil-
may-care attitude if hundreds of people 
end up getting thrown out ot work," said 
McClure, who suggested that the new 
EPA process for phosphate plants is 
similar to the one that eventually , shut 
down the lead, silver and sine smelter in 
Kellogg. 

McClure said negotiations' between 
EPA, FMC Corporation, and His office 
have resulted in less than satisfactory 
Usui's, V jJ-

^ VTheir new mission staSTai 
u Uttie relation to protecting human health 
x and safety; and there appears to be little 
. .ifany flexibility ."McClure stated. "I'd 
• bet there are more health'' risks in 

throwing hundreds of people out of work 
than there are {n cresting ridiculous 

by-product of uranium, was present er 
the communities Af Porat&QoAnd Sod* 

• Springs. ' •, t T$jj$ : ? .* j 
- Their findings were that there was Oh 

possibility of an increase. in cancer 
related deathsQn&e rateAjjibout one® 

. two per 10,000 ^pwpievsb. maximiur 
constant exposure' for a '70-year Kf< 
•period. When compared to other volun 

• tary risks such as diet, smoking, anc 
non-use of seat belts, EPA officials Sak 

. the radionuclide risk was yery small ir 
comparison. : ' 

SSWBA Auctior 
*s Bowjln; 

Association will have their lail meetipt 
and craft auction-on Nov, 15, at 6 pjn. 
at Tosoiba Lanes. The cost is one crai 
item. I 

emission standards." 

A $25 cash prize wilt be given to th 
.-'league best represented at the meetin 

*"-|to be added to their prize fund). 
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